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Background 

https://qualifications.wales/regulation-reform/reforming/qualified-for-the-future/made-for-wales-gcses/#approval-criteria
https://qualifications.wales/regulation-reform/reforming/qualified-for-the-future/made-for-wales-gcses/#approval-criteria
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General Feedback  
 
Consultation responses were generally positive with respondents broadly agreeing that the 
qualification structures were appropriate; that unit purposes were appropriate and engaging 
for learners whilst meeting the qualification purpose and aims; that the approach to 
assessment was appropriate and that the qualifications would support the Curriculum for 
Wales. There were some subject-specific exceptions – mainly The Sciences (Double Award). 
The subject-specific sections of the reports go into further detail around the concerns raised.  
 
Manageability, both for learners and centres, attracted the lowest levels of agreement. Many 
of these concerns were linked to the proportion of non-examination assessment, but there 
were also some comments around manageability related to volume of content and specific 
elements of assessments.    
 
Non-examination assessment 
 
Concerns about the amount of non-examination assessment, both within individual 
qualifications and across the suite of qualifications, came through clearly in our consultation 
responses, including in relation to teacher workload  
 
It must be noted that WJEC cannot change the amount of non-examination assessment, or 
the proportion to be marked by schools, in the new made-for-Wales GCSEs and related 
qualifications. Qualifications Wales considered the proportion of non-examination 
assessment and its marking during their process of developing the Approval Criteria, and 
their final decisions are reflected in their published Approval Criteria which we must adhere 
to. Qualifications Wales noted in its June 2023 consultation report that introducing a bigger 
proportion and variety of non-examination assessments would ‘in turn result in more 

assessment-

https://hwb.gov.wales/evaluation-improvement-and-accountability/evaluation-and-improvement-resource-nrei/learners-well-being-equity-and-inclusion
https://hwb.gov.wales/evaluation-improvement-and-accountability/evaluation-and-improvement-resource-nrei/learners-well-being-equity-and-inclusion
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-03/our-national-mission-high-standards-and-aspirations-for-all_0.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2023-03/our-national-mission-high-standards-and-aspirations-for-all_0.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/anti-racist-wales-action-plan
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During our development of the GCSEs for first teaching from September 2025, consultation 
respondents noted that they felt that appropriate controls should be in place to ensure that 
all schools assess fairly, or there could be a lack of confidence in qualification results which 
would consequently mean learner attainment would have less value associated with it. The 
majority of the stakeholders we engaged with in our overarching stakeholder groups echoed 
this view, including our Learner Advisory Group, who were very concerned about a potential 
lack of fairness to all in non-examination assessment.   
 
In our discussions, it was also noted that an increase in non-examination assessment 
weighting could potentially raise the likelihood and incentive for malpractice, and several 
respondents noted a concern about Artificial Intelligence and its monitoring, with a fear that 
low controls could make the use of Artificial Intelligence difficult 
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Subject Specific Feedback 
 

Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience 
 

GCSE Dance 
 
WJEC received five responses, with the majority of responses from practitioners within a 
school. 
 
The consultation showed that the majority of respondents agreed with the proposed 
approach to assessment and that the suggested outline m
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Humanities Area of Learning and Experience 
 

GCSE Social Studies 
 
WJEC received 12 responses, with the majority of respondents indicating that they were 
teachers. 
 

The consultation showed that the majority of respondents agreed that the proposed 

approach meets the qualification purpose and aims, is relevant and engaging for learners, 

has an appropriate approach to assessment, supports the Curriculum for Wales and is 

manageable for both learners and centres.  

 

The majority of respondents also felt that the proposed content is appropriate in terms of the 

size and challenge of the GCSE, and agreed with the provided definition of Social Studies. 

 

No concerns were raised. 
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Health and Wellbeing Area of Learning and Experience 
 

GCSE Health, Social Care, and Childcare 
 
WJEC received 31 responses, with the majority of those being from practitioners within a 
school. 
 
The consultation showed that the majority of respondents agreed with the proposed 
approach to assessment and that the suggested outline meets the qualification purpose and 
aims, is relevant and engaging for learners and supports the aims of the Curriculum for 
Wales.  
 
The vast majority of respondents noted their intent to deliver the exam on paper only. 
Qualifications Wales has changed the Approval Criteria for GCSE Health and Social Care, 
and Childcare to allow for the introduction of a digital assessment within five years of the 
qualification being available, in place of a requirement for a digital examination available at 
the outset.
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GCSE Physical Education and Health 
 
WJEC received 81 responses, with the majority of those being from practitioners within a 
school. 
 
The consultation showed that the majority of respondents agreed with the proposed 
approach to assessment and that the suggested outline 
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Mathematics and Numeracy Area of Learning and Experience 
 

Level 2 Additional Mathematics 
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Science and Technology Area of Learning and Experience 
 

GCSE Design and Technology 
 
WJEC received 37 responses, with most being from subject teachers.  

The consultation showed that the majority of respondents agreed with the proposed unit 

focus for both units and that the suggested outline meets the qualification purpose and aims, 

is relevant and engaging for learners, supports the aims of the Curriculum for Wales and is 

manageable for learners and centres. 

Unit 1: Design and Technology in the 21st Century 

The majority of respondents agreed that the proposed approach to assessment within this 

examined unit was appropriate. However, a limited number of respondents noted concerns 

regarding:  

¶ the administrative aspects of a digital examination 

¶ candidates being prevented from sketching within the examination. 

Qualifications Wales’ Approval Criteria for GCSE Design and Technology note that ‘the 

awarding body must target the provision of a digital-
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We will take these concerns into account when developing the detail of the specification and 

sample assessment materials.  

We were asked for clarification on our approach to controls by some respondents; we will 
fully consider the detail during our development process and will clarify our approach in the 
full qualification.  
 

GCSE Integrated Science (Single Award) 
 
WJEC received 8 responses, with the majority being from a school setting and two others 
from Learned Societies. 
 
The Learned Societies expressed concern that the qualification might appeal to learners and 
centres, taking learners away from The Sciences (Double Award) qualification. WJEC, in line 
with Qualifications Wales and Wales Government guidance, will continue to emphasise that 
the vast majority of learners should be studying The Sciences (Double Award) qualification.  
The Single Award has not been designed to support direct progression to GCE Science 
qualifications and is intended for a small minority of learners who will benefit from studying a 
science GCSE that has less content than a double award 
 
The majority of respondents agreed that the units meet the qualification purpose and aims 
and the proposed qualification will support the Curriculum for Wales. Many respondents, 
including the Learned Societies, acknowledged that a lack of detail in the content meant that 
they neither agreed nor disagreed that the units were relevant and engaging for learners.  
 
Respondents were in agreement that the proposed qualification will support the Curriculum 
for Wales.  
 
Respondent did not agree that proposed approach for assessment was appropriate. The 
approach to assessment is stipulated in Qualifications Wales’ Approval Criteria therefore 
cannot be amended.  
 
There were mixed responses to whether the proposed qualification would be manageable for 
learners, and for centres.  
 

GCSE The Sciences (Double) 
 
WJEC received 77 responses, with the majority of respondents from a school setting, with 
other stakeholders including the Learned Societies responding.  
 
Some respondents expressed cautious optimism, suggesting that with adequate detail, 
balanced assessment methods, and thoughtful implementation, the new qualification could 
be workable and engaging. 
 
It was noted that the inclusion of topics like sustainability reflects an effort to align the 
curriculum with modern societal challenges, making science more relevant to learners' lives. 
 
A few respondents welcomed the removal of certain outdated or overly complex topics, 
particularly in chemistry, which they felt were less relevant for GCSE-level learners. 
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However, we acknowledge the following concerns: 
 

¶ Many respondents, commented on the removal of Triple Science as a pathway for 
learners. We are unable to address this as it reflects a decision made by Qualification 
Wales; The Sciences (Double) approval criteria is designed to fully support progression 
to relevant Level 3 qualifications in science, including AS and A levels in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics, and Welsh Government guidance notes that the qualification is 
the most appropriate qualification for most learners. It should be noted that unit grades 
will be reported. This means that, in addition to their overall qualification grade, learners 
will know the individual units grades for both assessments in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics.   

¶ A few respondents criticised the restructuring as superficial and noted that the outline is 
very similar to the current Double Award. However, it is important to note that the overall 
structure of the qualification is stipulated by the Approval Criteria and cannot be altered. 
We have carefully selected unit weightings and will continue to evaluate their 
appropriateness, seeking input from our Development Advisory Group to ensure they 
remain suitable. 


